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Graduates offer tlme and talent

Rochester Youth Year
. VISTA members, and all

,’AmenCotps/V ISTA
members, devote ayear of -

- full-time service to work

with non-proﬁt orgamza

- tions whose xmssxons fo-.

~ This is a perfect time. ;

for AmeriCorps . and
VISTA members to renew
their commitment to serv-
ice. As a two year Ameri-
Corps/VISTA member, I
am encouraged by Presi-
dent Obama’s emphasis
on service and engage-
ment in one’s commumty
In Rochester, there are

several AmeriCorps-

funded projects, including
thefl Rochester Youth Year
. Fellowship Program that 1
currently coordinate. The

cus on ending pov

;Jam honored to setve

-alongside the five Roches~

ter Youth .Year VISTAs
working in the commu-
nity this year. They are re-
cent graduates of local
colleges who have chosen

" to offer their skills, knowl-

edge and passion to make-
the city of Rochester a
better place. .

-1 have met some of the

‘most wonderful and inter-

; estmg people while help-
“ing to clean up the Mar-

ketv:ew Hexghts nexgh-

- ground. «

borhood, teachmg youth :
about nonviolence at the.
George Eastman House

and helping to sort dona-
tions at Foodlink. Service
has taught me to step out-

concexved notions and to
search .. for . - common
VRO i 4

You won’t always see
the fruits of your labor
and not everyone will ap-
preciate your efforts to
improve the commumty.
But through service, in its

diverse manifestations, -

we build a foundation for

the future. Through serv-
lce, we have the opportu--
ity to align our actnons

" . the Rochester Regwnal
_The Rochester Youtht

w1th our values.

Year VISTAs plan on stay-

ing in Rochester and con-
tinuing the work they’ve
begun this year. That is

.not only a testament to

their dnve and commit-
ment. It is an attestation

'side myself, to shed pre-;, that, there are young peo-'

ple who truly believe in
. the potential of the Roch-

.- ester community- to; oyers.,
come significant chal-
lenges. Please help to cel-

ebrate their service by
joining them in their ef-
forts to strengthen the

;Rochester community. Q

Bower is program coor- |
dinator of the Rochester
Youth Year Fellowship,
which is administered by

Network, a consortium of
six local colleges.




